John Maclean and the Just Transition

In this session we’ll be discussing the just transition, and what John Maclean’s writing on coal miners’ struggles can tell us about the contemporary worker mobilisation for economic and environmental justice. Maclean’s articles on industrial action by Scottish miners from 1914 and 1917 illustrate the centrality of coal to an industrial society, the power this gave workers and the tendency for miners’ disputes to raise larger questions over power and the organisation of society. These are important themes which relate to ambitions to achieve a ‘just transition’ towards a greener economy which improved rather than threatens the security of workers, including those in carbon sectors. 

Reading

John Maclean, ‘The Scottish Coal Crisis’, Justice, 6 August 1914, https://www.marxists.org/archive/maclean/1914/08/coal-crisis.htm

Maclean writes on an impending industrial battle in the Scottish coalfields in the summer of 1914.
 
John Maclean, ‘Lead from Lanarkshire: Miners’ Historic Protest Against Profiteers’, The Call 9 August 1917, https://www.marxists.org/archive/maclean/works/1917-lead.htm

Maclean’s article about the Lanarkshire miners’ strike demanding government action against profiteering which took place almost three years into the First World War.

Ewan Gibbs, ‘How Coal Miners and Factory Workers helped found the Environmental Movement’, The Conversation, 1 November 2022, https://theconversation.com/how-coal-miners-and-factory-workers-helped-found-the-environmental-movement-191605

An article about the historical role played by industrial workers in shaping the modern environmental movement and the origins of calls for a ‘just transition’.

Questions:

1) Why do you think Maclean looked to the miners?
2) What can we learn from the Fife miners still facing wage decreases whilst coal prices in fact increased in 1914? And what can we learn from their success in working a 4 day week?
3) Why did Maclean think the Lanarkshire miners’ strike against profiteers was very significant?
4) What do you understand by a just transition?
5) Do energy workers have an important role to play in shaping environmental politics?


